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How can I 
measure the lexis 
in  my students’ 

essays?

Is this text 
too hard for 

my class?

I’m preparing a 
TEST – which text 

is best?



Background: teaching since 1981



My research interests

Discourse 

Eye tracking for researching 
reading

CALL – normalisation

Computers in text analysis



































How can you use it?

Checking student writing (e.g. to help with mass 
testing)

Checking texts for classroom use

Researching texts



Summary: Text Inspector is

Based on meticulous research

Easily accessible / cheap

As detailed as you want it to be

Very straightforward to use



But…

Text Inspector is not a complete, automated 
marking system

Text Inspector cannot measure everything (e.g. 
relevance)

The teacher still needs to use judgement

So we should see it as a valuable tool, not a 
panacea





Thank you

Stephen Bax

stephen.bax@open.ac.uk



D levels

Although a departure from the CEFR itself, this is consistent with previous 

discussions of the CEFR and how it relates to higher levels of proficiency, 

which are summed up well in this remark from Nick Saville:

“Take, for example, the top level – C2. This is not described with 

reference to the competence of a well-educated native speaker 

(however that may be defined), but is conceived of as the highest level 

that learners might aspire to reach within the normal educational 

processes available to them in learning another language. Language 

specialists such as interpreters, professional writers and so on may 

develop skills which exceed the C2 level thus allowing

for a possible D level.” 

(Saville, 2012:20, emphasis added)


